
1420 Miner Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

P: 847.391.5380 
desplaines.org 

Date: April 21, 2022 

To: Michael G. Bartholomew, City Manager 

From: John T. Carlisle, AICP, Director of Community and Economic Development 

Subject: Metropolitan Square Plaza Redesign: Revised Concept (The Lakota Group) 

Issue: At the February 7, 2022 City Council meeting, consultant The Lakota Group presented options for a 
redesign of the Metropolitan Square plaza area, drawing from scenarios presented to the Council in 2016. The 
Mayor and Council provided feedback, which the consultant documented in the meeting. They have also 
received subsequent feedback from the Mayor, Council, and public, compiled by staff. They now return to 
present a revised concept. 

Analysis: Based on input received on and since February 7, The Lakota Group is submitting a revised
Metropolitan Square concept for the Council’s consideration. The revised concept, with plan views, 
renderings, and cost estimates is attached. The key components are summarized here: 

• The “eyebrow” traffic lane and parking spaces, which border various storefronts, are removed.
• A turf lawn is shown in the center of the plaza, contemplated for multiple purposes such as seating

and viewing for performances.
• A performance and gathering pavilion structure is oriented toward the lawn. On the rear of the structure

is a decorative wall with a sign to serve as a gateway to the plaza.
• Tables and seats are interspersed to accommodate outdoor eating, with clusters near the storefronts.
• Additional plantings and man-made shade elements are proposed.
• An interactive water feature and play area (mounds for children to climb on) are shown.
• The reconfiguration of parking from angle (45-degree) to parallel (0-degree) in the block of

Metropolitan Way between Miner and the alley is retained, with widened sidewalks and street trees.
(There was mixed opinion about this from the Council at the February 7 meeting, but it is nonetheless

included for consideration at this time.)

Presentation: The Lakota Group, will present to explain the revised design and answer questions. 

City Council Action: Staff is seeking direction and consensus from the Council as to whether the concept, as 
presented by Lakota or with specific modifications, should be implemented. If so, the next phase of 
implementation would likely require Council approval of funding to produce more detailed engineering-level 
drawings. 

Attachments

Attachment 1: Revised Deliverable: Metropolitan Square Redesign Concept with Cost Estimates 

Page 1 of 7

UNFINISHED BUSINESS #1.



Attachment 1 Page 2 of 7



Attachment 1 Page 3 of 7



M E T R O P O L I T A N  
S Q U A R E

Attachment 1 Page 4 of 7



Attachment 1 Page 5 of 7



Attachment 1 Page 6 of 7



Attachment 1 Page 7 of 7


